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Presidency; the other one doesn’t. One per-
son gets to be head of AOL; somebody
doesn’t. Choices get made all the time.

But the argument of the book is far more
sophisticated. It is that to succeed, even in
positions of leadership, where there is a com-
petition for the position, the measure of suc-
cess is not so much whether you got you want
at somebody else’s expense, but whether you
got what you wanted because you enabled
other people to achieve their dreams and to
do what they want.

And I guess one of the things that bothers
me about so much of the rhetoric I hear
about young people today, especially when
they do things they shouldn’t do, and they
grow up in disconnected ways—and you
don’t have to be poor to grow up in an iso-
lated, disconnected way, as we’ve seen in
Columbine and other places—is that it is—
yes, it’s important to tell these kids what they
shouldn’t do, but it’s also much more impor-
tant, on a consistent, loving, disciplined way
over a long period of time, to give them lots
of things to say yes to.

And I think the idea that we are moving
toward a world where more and more, we
will find our own victories in other people’s
victories, because our interdependence
forces us to seek non-zero sum solutions, is
a very helpful way to think about dealing with
most social problems and, frankly, some eco-
nomic challenges, like global debt relief and
things like that.

So I just ask you to think about that. This
is a big deal. And I know you can get frus-
trated in the beginning, because it’s amor-
phous—everything big in the beginning, it
makes a difference at the margins, where it
makes all the difference is amorphous. But
I urge you to stay with this. And if you want
me to help after I’m out of office, I’ll do
that, because I believe in this.

But when you get discouraged, remember:
When this Welfare to Work Project started,
if anybody had told me that within 4 years,
they would have 12,000 companies and hun-
dreds of thousands of people hired, it would
have been a hooter. Nobody would have be-
lieved it. No one seriously believes when that
Teen Pregnancy Partnership met, a lot of
them didn’t believe in their heart of hearts
that if they did this for 4 or 5 years, they

could play the role that they’ve played in the
dropping rates that we’ve seen.

And I can tell you, nobody in Congress
who voted in 1993 to cut the deficit in half
really thought that it would spark the ava-
lanche of changed budgetary conditions. I
cannot guarantee your success, but I can
guarantee you’ll be rewarded if you try. And
if we think about it in this way, that we’re
trying to find ways for all of us to live our
dreams by empowering more people to live
theirs, then I think that the chances of your
prevailing are quite high, indeed.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
Concorde Room at the Hay Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Jeff Bleich, executive di-
rector, National Campaign Against Youth Vio-
lence; Veronica Coleman, U.S. attorney, Mem-
phis, TN; Ira Lipman, founder and president,
Guardsmark; Francine Katz, vice president, con-
sumer education, Anheuser-Busch, Inc.; Robert
Silberman, chief executive officer, SFX Entertain-
ment; and fashion designer Tommy Hilfiger. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary also included the remarks of Steven Case,
chairman and chief executive officer, America On-
Line.
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By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
American society today embraces a re-

markable breadth of cultures, and Hispanics
are an integral part of this diversity. The His-
panic American community is a collage of
distinct groups, including people with roots
in Central and South America, Mexico, the
Caribbean, and Spain. Hispanics have been
an important part of the history and heritage
of the Americas since the earliest days of Eu-
ropean colonization, and today Hispanic
Americans are the youngest and fastest-grow-
ing minority community in our Nation. De-
voted to family, faith, country, and hard
work, they bring unique perspectives and ex-
periences to our national community and
character.
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The vibrant Hispanic influence can be
seen in all aspects of American life and cul-
ture, from distinctive cuisine to colorful fes-
tivals, and from the rhythms and melodies
of traditional music to the contagious beat
of today’s most popular songs. Throughout
our Nation, Hispanic men and women have
distinguished themselves in every endeavor
and, with our cultural and linguistic ties to
our trading partners throughout the Western
Hemisphere, Hispanic Americans are crucial
to maintaining our Nation’s competitiveness
and prosperity in the global economy of the
21st century.

Not long ago I had the privilege of award-
ing the Presidential Medal of Freedom, our
Nation’s highest civilian honor, to Cruz
Reynoso, a man who has devoted his life to
promoting civil rights and championing equal
opportunity for all our people. A son of Mexi-
can immigrants, he has lived the American
Dream, going to college and working his way
up to become the first Hispanic American
to serve on the California Supreme Court.
A force for positive social change in our Na-
tion, he is just one of many talented Hispanic
Americans enriching our national life.

Cruz Reynoso’s success underscores what
we already know: education and equal oppor-
tunity are the keys to ensuring that people
of Hispanic heritage can take full advantage
of America’s promise. My Administration has
focused on improving educational opportuni-
ties for Hispanic children through the His-
panic Education Action Plan, as well as by
reducing class sizes across our Nation, greatly
expanding the Head Start program, working
to turn around failing schools, and making
college more affordable through tax incen-
tives and scholarships. By expanding the
Earned Income Tax Credit, raising the min-
imum wage, and moving people from welfare
to work, my Administration has also helped
expand economic opportunity for Hispanic
American working families. We have brought
the Hispanic unemployment rate to its lowest
level on record and the Hispanic poverty rate
to a 20-year low. We have also worked hard
to create an Administration that truly reflects
America, with the most Hispanic appointees
and the most Hispanic judicial nominees in
our Nation’s history.

Even as Hispanic Americans grow in num-
ber and influence in our country, they have
not forgotten their roots; they have not for-
gotten the pain of discrimination, of being
ignored or left behind. Instead, millions of
courageous and compassionate Hispanic men
and women across our country are working
to create a just and equal society, uniting
around a firm commitment to build One
America in this new century.

In honor of the many contributions that
Hispanic Americans have made and continue
to make to our Nation and culture, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 100–402, has authorized
and requested the President to issue annually
a proclamation designating September 15
through October 15 as ‘‘National Hispanic
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 2000, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon all Americans to ob-
serve this month with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fifth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Proclamation 7339—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 2000
September 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Rooted in the segregated South of more

than a century ago, Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities (HBCUs) for decades
were the sole source of higher education for
African Americans. Generations of African
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